NEWSLETTER – No. 21

Wednesday, 8th December 2021

Term 4
DECEMBER
10
Final Assembly 2:30pm
Dad’s Cricket Match
13
2022 Transition to new classrooms
9:30-11am
14
Yr 6 students last day
Yr 6 Graduation Mass/Picnic 6pm
15
End of Year - Dismissal at 1pm
TERM 1 – 2022
JANUARY
28
Staff Return
31
Testing Day Year 1, 3 and 5
Prep children start back at 9am
FEBUARY
1
Yr 1-6 Students Return
2
Life Ed Van P – Yr. 4
No Preps
Newsletter
4
Swimming Trials 7:15-8:15am
Kaboom
9
No Preps
Beginning of School Mass
9:15am
10
Parent Information Night 7pm
11
Swimming Trials 7:15-8:15am
Assembly 2:30pm TBC
16
No Preps
Newsletter
Parent/Teacher Interviews
17
Parent/Teacher Interviews
18
Swimming Trials 7:15-8:15am
NKOTB Lunch 1pm
21
Dendy Swimming Sports- Oakleigh
22
Yrs 3-6 Bike Inspection
23
No Preps
25
Assembly 2:30PM TBC
26
Yr 1/2 Family Mass 5pm
28
Preps commence fulltime
Yr 3/4 Bike Ed (Mon-Thurs)
MARCH
1
Shrove Tuesday
2
Ash Wednesday Mass TBC
Newsletter
5
P & F Cocktail Party TBC
10/11
School Closure – Staff Retreat
14
Labour Day Holiday
16
Newsletter
17
St Patrick’s Day
19
P & F Movie Night TBC
25
Assembly 2:30pm TBC
21
Yr 5/6 Bike Ed (Mon – Thurs)
29
Open Day 9:30-11am
30
Open Day 12:30-1:45pm
31
Open Day 2:15 – 3:30pm
APRIL
8
End of Term 1, Dismissal @1pm

In a still serenity of spirit, Lord
Let me reflect your face.
Look upon me –
Look out from within me –
Only ever upon the surface of my life
Let your face be seen.
Amen

Dear Parents and Students,
This is our final newsletter for 2021. It has certainly been another difficult year, but one
which has seen us all return to face to face teaching and remarkably, the staff have managed
to fit in all the important and special programs so that the students have not missed out on
too much. I commend the staff for this.
SCHOOL LEADERS 2022
Congratulations to the following School Leaders for 2022
School Captains
Bella Monaghan Ella Bled Hamish Meredith
School Vice Captains
Delilah Kemp-Bishop
Charlie Matthews
Religious Education Captains
Kate Hyde
Xavier D’Abaco
Social Justice Captains
Bowie Luckie
Ollie Vandeligt
The Arts Captains
Adam Humphrey
Issy Corrigan
Sports Captains
Amy Scott
Lachie Angus
Environmental Captains
Lachie Nagle
Betty Kemp-Bishop
OUTSTANDING FEES
Sadly, there is still a substantial amount outstanding in unpaid school fees. This is having a
great impact on the current running of the school and will impact into 2022. Please remember that
all parents have signed an agreement when they enrolled their children that they would fulfil their
obligation to pay school fees.

A reminder that - End of Year Reports will not be issued where
fees are outstanding.
Please remember, if you are experiencing difficulties with fees; please contact me.
Please do not ignore your fees. The school relies on school fees to pay for services, supplies
and the up keep of the school.

FAREWELL
At the end of the year we will be farewelling the following staff:
Emily Zindilis and Juka Ekelmans. I wish to thank them both for all they have contributed
to Sacred Heart Parish School over many years and wish them every happiness and success
in the future. In 2022 we will welcome Mr Simon Collis (Principal), Alice Healey (Teacher)
and Caroline Mathias (Learning Support Officer) to the staff cohort.
GRADUATION LITURGY AND PICNIC
Our Yr. 6 students will be celebrating the conclusion of their primary school years with a
Graduation Mass at 6pm in the church next Tuesday evening, 14th December, followed by
a picnic and celebrations on the oval. Please remember to QR Code when entering the
church and also when entering the school grounds.
CLASS CHANGE OVER MORNING
Next Monday 13th December from 9:30-11am the children will spend the morning with
their 2021 Classroom Teachers and class. (Emails will be sent out Friday afternoon advising
classes in 2022.)

11 Fernhill Road Nth, Sandringham. VIC. 3191 Australia Phone (03) 9598 9322
Email: principal@shsandringham.catholic.edu.au; admin@shsandringham.catholic.edu.au
www.shsandringham.catholic.edu.au

2022 SACRAMENTS
YR 3 – RECONCILIATION 30 APRIL AT 6PM
YR 6 – CONFIRMATION 11 MAY AT 7PM
YR 3 – EUCHARIST 30 & 31 AUGUST AT 6PM
2022 PREP ENROLMENTS
There are still vacancies available for Prep 2022. If you know of any families in the area looking for Prep placements for 2022 please
ask them to contact the school office or email admin@shsandringham.catholic.edu.au
2022 PARENT HANDBOOK
The 2022 Parent Handbook will be available on our school Website: www.shsandringham.catholic.edu.au from the 17th December.
UNIFORM SHOP COLLECTION HOURS ON 28TH JANUARY 2022
If your child requires new items of uniform in 2022, please fill in the online order form by Wednesday 26th January, for collection
on Friday 28th January between 9:30-11:30am from the uniform shop in the MacKillop Hall.
END OF YEAR REPORTS/2022 CLASS ALLOCATION
End of Year Reports will be available online after 4:30pm this Friday 10th December, 2021 on the nForma Parent Portal. Information
was sent on Tuesday in relation to renewing access to the portal. Please refer to that information.
If you would like to receive a hard copy of your child’s report please contact the office. If you require further clarification of your
child’s report, please organise a time with your child’s classroom teacher.
For students returning in 2022 - On Friday 10th December from 4pm, emails will be sent to parents notifying them of their child’s
class in 2022.
Year 1, 3 and 5 Testing in 2022: If you have a child in these levels in 2022 you will soon receive PTO login information to make a
booking for testing on Monday 31st January 2022. Appointments are for 30 mins.
START DATES FOR THE 2022 SCHOOL YEAR
The staff will commence on Friday 28th January 2022 for a Professional Development Day.
On Monday 31st January some students will be requested to attend a scheduled half hour test/interview with their new teacher.

All 2022 Prep Students will commence school on Monday 31st January, 2022
All students in Yr 1 – Yr 6, will commence the 2022 academic year on Tuesday 1st February 2022.

May all the joys and blessings of Christmas and the New Year be with each one of you and your families and the spirit of self-giving
and loving service, which is the essence of Christmas, abide with us all, now and throughout the year.
On behalf of Fr. David, Fr. Dean and the staff of Sacred Heart Parish School, I wish you all a merry, holy and joyous Christmas and a
safe, relaxing holiday and New Year.
Kind regards,

Erin Macdonald
Erin Macdonald
Principal

Term 1

2022 TERM DATES
1 Feb – 8 April
Preps commence on Monday 31st January.
31st January – Testing for some students

Term 2
Term 3
Term 4

Easter 15 April – 18 April)
26 April – 24 June
12 July – 16 September
3 October – 15 December

2021 PRINCIPAL’S REFLECTION
As we come to the end of the 2021 school year, it is timely to reflect.
Thinking back to January, it was my hope that we would not live through another year like 2020. Alas this was not the case, as we
headed into the first of 4 lockdowns in February. What has followed was a year of hardship, disappointment and frustration. Although
it was another year dodging and weaving the COVID virus, our students, staff and families had shown great resilience and perseverance,
hoping and praying for a return to ‘normal’. Thankfully, there was light at the end of the tunnel, and our students were able to return to
school in November. Our amazing staff have gone out of their way to incorporate Sacraments, camps, and excursions that had been
cancelled or scheduled too many times to remember. The past 18 months have been extremely hard on everyone and in particular for
staff and parents with families overseas. It is my hope that you will be reunited with your loved ones very soon.
With the season of Advent upon us, I would like to take this opportunity to extend Christmas wishes to all families. At this time of year
our thoughts are with the celebration of Christmas. The humble birth of Jesus in a stable reminds us all of the incarnation and that Christ
became human to offer hope and to bring love and joy into our world.
The end of the year affords me the opportunity to thank a number of people who have had a valuable hand in the success of our school.
Firstly, to Fr. David Cartwright, I thank him for his support, guidance and encouragement over the past 18 months. I know that Fr
David, Fr Dean and Fr James will continue to work together 'in solidum' with the faith communities of the Bayside Catholic Mission
and together, they strive to meet the spiritual and pastoral needs of our community as they come back together within the House of God.
To Brigid Pennington and Dara Blake – Co-Deputy Principals. Thank you for your amazing hard work this year. It has been a difficult
time and also a very steep learning curve for your both, to which you have risen to the occasion. I wish you both every success in the
future and thank you for your support, leadership and friendship.
To our Office Manager Karen Matthiesson. Words cannot express my gratitude for all that you have done for the school and for me
personally. As I end my time at Sacred Heart next week, I know that our friendship will flourish. I think that 28 th January will be my
hardest day, starting afresh in a new environment without you by my side, but know I will be in regular contact, just checking in to see
how you are and to find out how to navigate ICON!!!!! Again, your dedication and professionalism to your job is credit to you. You
are a huge part of the ‘heart and soul’ of me and of this school.
To the Leadership Team; Brigid, Dara, Jo, Simon and Sarah, it has been a tough, tricky year. Congratulations on all that you achieved
in our school review and for all that you bring to Sacred Heart. Thank you for the support you offer to the staff. You are a wonderful,
dedicated team that I am privileged to have worked with.
To the staff; congratulations on making it through another challenging year. Your dedication to the students and your colleagues has
been amazing. I know that remote learning was time consuming and difficult but you have taken teaching to another level, and I am
very proud of all that you have achieved. You have continued to embrace the changes of a progressive school and ensured that the
students in your care are given the very best.
To our students; how proud I am of you. Forever you will remember 2020/2021 as the COVID years. I hope that you will look back on
this time and realise how resilient and resourceful you have become. I congratulate you on all you have achieved this year and know
that you are looking forward to a well-earned rest.
To all our parents – thank you, thank you, thank you! You have supported your children, the school and your families in a way that has
made them stronger, more resourceful and resilient. You have also worked so closely with the school and staff again this year through
remote learning, and for that I will forever be thankful.
To all members of the Sacred Heart Parish School community, it has been another disconnected year, but thank you for all the efforts
you have made to keep our community together. A special thank you to Amanda Welch and Tanya Rodrigues for ensuring that uniforms
were available and easy to pick up. To Petina Lanigan, Lisa Short, and Sam Tudor for keeping the community informed, paying the
accounts and making a start on the 2021 functions. Thank you for Caroline Tuohey for organizing the wonderful staff luncheons. To
Michael Schuh and Anthony McCabe for running the Dad’s Club, Cathie Beven and Emily Haber for coordinating our Outreach
program, Kathryn Sutherland and Susie Buxton for organising the Movie night, Peter Stilianos for the school maintenance, Jodee Begg
for coordinating the NKOTB Lunch, Nat McCabe for all her work with the Mum’s luncheon, Anna Box and Virginia Simon for
organising the Easter hampers (all 78 of them) and the raffle, and our class coordinators Yvette Buzza, Kathryn Sutherland and Lucie
Dawson. To all member of our community that have contributed to our school this year, thank you for your input and dedication to the
staff and children of Sacred Heart Parish School. You are a wonderful asset to our school and are very much appreciated.
To the members of the Parish Education Board, Fr. David, Brigid Pennington, Dara Blake, Anna Box, Rosemary Pacquola, Maryann
Hetherington and John Humphrey thank you for your guidance, support and encouragement behind the scenes this year and I wish you
every success in the future.

To our students and families leaving, we wish you every success and happiness in the future and thank you for your input into our
wonderful school. Congratulations to all our amazing Yr. 6 children on their upcoming graduation from Sacred Heart Parish School.
We wish you and all those moving on every happiness and success.
As the year comes to a close, we bid farewell to some wonderful staff members; Emily Zindilis and Juka Ekelmans. Emily and Juka
have given wonderful service and dedication to Sacred Heart Parish School. Their contributions to the school has been greatly
appreciated, not only by the students, but also by parents and their colleagues. We wish them every success in their future endeavours.
And after 13+ years it is my time to hand over the reins. I have been so blessed to be a part of this community for so long and have
thoroughly enjoyed my time at Sacred Heart. I am very honoured to have been principal of this wonderful school for so many years and
I thank you, our parents, for entrusting the staff and myself with you most precious loved ones. I thank the staff for their dedication,
professionalism and friendship and I wish them every success in the future. To the sole purpose of our school, our students, you are the
most wonderful, happy young people and you are the reason that I am finding it so hard to leave. You have a thirst for learning and I
know that you will all achieve whatever you set your minds to. Don’t be afraid to think outside the square and dream big.
To the entire school community, thank you for your kindness and generous acts of support throughout this year. On behalf of the staff
of Sacred Heart Parish School, may you enjoy the peace and joy of Jesus this Christmas with your family and loved ones.
I wish you all a happy, holy and safe Christmas and a relaxing break.
Kind regards,

Erin Macdonald
Principal

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

RECORD KEEPING FOR SECONDARY ENROLMENT – IMPORTANT TO NOTE:
Most Secondary Schools require copies of your child’s two most recent school reports and NAPLAN results. Please ensure you keep these in a handy place if
your child is approaching Secondary enrolment. Your child’s VSN (Victorian Student
Number) is located in their report. We can provide copies, however they are not signed and to cut down on Administration time we ask that you keep your
school reports and NAPLAN results in a safe and handy place.

2022 PREP AND OTHER YEAR LEVEL ENROLMENTS
If any of our families know of anyone in the general area needing a place for their child/ren next year, please encourage
them to get in touch with us regarding enrolment.
We are in the position of having places available in most levels, especially Prep.
Your assistance with spreading the word is greatly appreciated.

NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOMS
PREP
Well done to our wonderfully
resilient Preps and amazingly
supportive parents. We have
made it to the end of the year and
what a year it has been. Amongst
all the challenges, our Preps have
continued to blow us away in
their growth, academically and
socially. They have all made leaps
and bounds this year and have
shown impressive tenacity and
adaptability.

are now ready for Year One and
we cannot wait to see them
continue to blossom and flourish.
Their final term of Prep has been
filled with some many exciting
and uniting activities that will
remain as such lovely memories
of their time together.

This includes spreading Christmas
cheer at the annual school carols,
decorating
our
classrooms,
making cards, inventing games
and gifts as well as having some
cheeky elf visitors. The Prep
Together we have had such a fun families have also collected gifts
filled year of friendship, learning for other children through the St
and laughter. We know that they Vincent de Paul drive. This has

YEAR 1/2

love opening one or two letters each
morning, learning about schools around
What a busy final few weeks it has the country and how different or similar
been!
they are to Sacred Heart.
The Year 1/ 2 ‘s did an amazing job at the
carols last week. It was lovely to be able
to celebrate altogether and to see many
families there on the night.

We would like to thank all the families
for their support this year. The kids
should be really proud of their efforts
both at school and during online learning
and we look forward to seeing you all
We enjoyed a year level liturgy on next year.
Monday to celebrate the second week of
advent. It was a quiet and peaceful time Have a Merry Christmas!
for the children to reflect on the
meaning of Christmas.
The Year 1/2 Team
Our cheeky Christmas elves are active
within the rooms, sneakily moving about
and offering the kids many ideas and
inspiration for their writing.
Our
Christmas
letter
exchange
commenced on December 1st. Last
month we wrote letters to a number of
schools around Australia to which we
have received many responses. The kids

helped us keep the true meaning
of Christmas in sight by thinking
of others, spreading love and
celebrating the birth of Jesus.

Thank you for your support during
this very challenging year.
Have a very Merry Christmas and
a Happy New Year,

Kind regards
The Prep Team
Sophie, Tiffany and Kim

NEWS FROM THE CLASSROOMS
YEAR 3/4
Wow, that’s about all we can say…what a crazy year
this has been. We will talk about this time with our
grandchildren and they will NOT believe the craziness
of it all. The important thing is we survived and we
have grown and we have learnt things about
ourselves.
We had a fabulous time at camp and were so pleased
with the behaviour and the way they slept considering
no camps for so long. The Ranch emailed us and
congratulated our students on exemplary behaviour
and the way they rose to challenges and were so much
fun to be with.
We can’t wait to meet our new classes Monday next
week (which you will all find out this Friday afternoon
via email). We have thought long and hard with these
groupings to make sure that everyone is in the best
spot possible for each child; please trust our judgment
and have a positive mindset for the new beginnings
that each year brings.
Please remember to send in something for the Mini

YEAR 5/6
What a chaotic but amazing year we have
had. Your children have done a fantastic job
being resilient and being able to adapt
from the classroom back to Remote
Learning and back to the classroom again.
We still have one more week to go full of
lots of activities.




Vinnies Hamper Appeal if you haven’t already. The
boxes are filling but the more we have, the merrier
Christmas will be for others.
We are doing the class KK’s on Tuesday and all gifts
should be in the classroom by Friday please.
Remember to wrap the gift and only put the name of
who is to receive the gift and “from KK”. The secret is
the hardest bit and we want it to last right up until the
receiver has guessed who it is after opening.
We are also having the class party on Tuesday and we
will post on seesaw the list of what everyone needs to
bring in
And now we come to the end of the year and a parting
of the ways for some. For those off to other pastures
we wish you well and to remember to pop in now and
then so we can see how much you have grown. We
wish Miss Zindilis all the best in her new job and are
very sad for us, but so proud and happy for her. We
hope you all have a happy and safe holiday period and
that the joy of Christmas is forever present.
Merry Christmas from the 3/4 Team 2021

Emily, Stacie, Joanne, Jacque, Brigid and Juka



Wednesday- Last day of school P - 5

Please make sure you watch the production
link that was sent out last week.
Thank you for all of your support over the
year and we wish you a very Merry
Christmas,

Wednesday the 8th- Grade 6 Big Day 5/6 Team
Out
Monday the 13th- Staff vs Students
basketball game
Tuesday the 14th- Year 6’s last day of
school. Graduation Mass 6pm
followed by celebrations on the oval.

Wishing you the timeless treasures of Christmas….
The warmth of home, the love of family and the
Company of good friends.
After another challenging year, have an especially blessed and meaningful
2021 Christmas! Rest, relax and recover.

Best wishes to all our families
 Karen - Office

Parish News:

Sacred Heart Parish
13 Fernhill Road North,
Sandringham 3191
PH: 9598 1511
Parish Priests: Fr David Cartwright
Fr Dean Mathieson
Fr James Baptist

Bayside Mission:

https://www.baysidecatholicmission.org/

