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Sacred Heart School - a place of exquisite hope!
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2021~SCHOOL CLOSURE
DAYS
Monday 1 November – Report Writing Day
Tuesday 2 November —Melbourne Cup
Friday 19 November – 2022 Planning Day

2021 TERM DATES
Term 4 4 Oct – 15 Dec

O Christ Jesus,
When all is darkness and we feel our weakness and helplessness,
give us the sense of Your presence, your love and your strength.
Help us to have perfect trust in your protecting love and strengthening power,
so that nothing may frighten or worry us,
for, loving close to you, we shall see your hand, your purpose, your will through all things.
Saint Ignatius of Loyola

Dear Parents and Students,
We are so thrilled that all the students will be returning to school next
Wednesday. It has been a long time coming and it is wonderful to hear laughter
and noise again in the school.
SCHOOL PHOTOS
School Photos have been rescheduled for Monday 8th November. All children
are required to wear full Summer Uniform. If children have Phys. Ed on the
Monday, they are asked to bring the sports uniform and runners, and change
after the photos.
WORLD TEACHERS’ DAY
Tomorrow is World Teachers’ Day and I would
like to congratulate the staff of Sacred Heart
School on the amazing work they have done both
remotely and onsite this year. They are a very
committed bunch and we are very lucky to have
each and every one of them.

MACSSIS PARENT SURVEY
A reminder that the MACSSIS Parents Surveys sent out to you on 8 October via
email, with a link and family PIN is now due. Results of this survey are
instrumental in providing feedback to identity our school’s strengths and areas
for development, providing direction for school improvement. If you have not
completed the survey, could I please ask you to do it today? It should only take
about 20mins. Many thanks to the families that have completed the survey. It
is greatly appreciated.
EUCHARIST MASS
Wonderful News! Eucharist Mass for the Year 3 students has been scheduled
for Wednesday 24th November at 6pm in the church. Due to per meter
restrictions, only 2 family members who are double vaccinated can attend.
Parents will be required to scan the QR Code upon arrival at the church and
show a staff member the vaccination tick.
CONFIRMATION
Confirmation Liturgy for our Yr 6 students will be held onsite in the Mackillop
Hall on Tuesday 9th November during school time. The liturgy will be stream
to families. A link to the streaming will be sent out next week.

SUMMER UNIFORM
All children are expected to be in full summer uniform by Monday 8th November. Please see Uniform Shop note below.
NO HAT, NO PLAY
Please remember that all children must wear their school hats at all times whilst outside during fourth term. New hats are available
from the uniform shop. Any child without a hat will have to remain in the shaded areas of the school grounds.

SCHOOL ADVISORY COUNCIL
On 1st January 2021 Catholic Schools changed Governance from the Parish Priest to Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic
Schools Ltd (MACS).
At the request of the (MACS) board, (our governing body), Sacred Heart Parish School is required to establish a School
Advisory Council to replace the existing Parish Education Board. The School Advisory Council (SAC) is established to
support the Principal, Parish Priest and leadership team of the school.
If you would like to represent, and give voice to the parent body, in advising the principal about important matters pertaining
to the school’s ongoing desire to provide the best possible education for our children, please put your name forward to be
a part of the School Advisory Council for 2022/2023.
These parents will join with the new principal, Brigid Pennington and Fr David Cartwright to form the SAC.
The Board of Melbourne Archdiocese Catholic Schools Ltd (MACS) has responsibility for the strategic direction and
oversight of the operation and management of MACS school, Sacred Heart Parish School. This is the board level.
Clear lines of authority, reporting and delegation from the MACS Board through the MACS Executive Director delegate
the day to day operational management of Sacred Heart Parish School to its principal.
In keeping with the objects of the MACS Constitution, which states “The good work of educating the young, undertaken in
the light of the Gospel, is a co-responsible task led by every member of the Catholic school community”, the School
Advisory Council provides a crucial point of connection between the wider school community and school leaders. While
the School Advisory Council does not have governance responsibility or decision-making authority, it supports the principal
in a positive way and supports school leadership in a positive way and provides an important connection to the parish.
It is not a governing body but its role is to support the overall governance of the system as it “is to give consideration to,
and advice on, important school matters in order to support the principal and the strategic interest of the school.” (Working
Together in Mission p.11)
The current Parish Education Board Members are calling on you to put forward your expression of interest in being part of
the School Advisory Council.
If you are a member of the parish or have children at Sacred Heart Parish School, and wish to be part of this exciting
development in our school for a 2 year term, we would welcome your application in writing to:
Erin Macdonald principal@shsandringham.catholic.edu.au by Friday 5th November 2021.

FACE MASKS
Oh what fun this will be!!!
As you are probably aware, students from Yr 3-6 are now required to wear a mask inside and it is recommended that Prep – Yr 2 students
do the same. Students can wear either a disposable or cloth mask. All Masks must be named. It is recommended that children
carry a number of disposable masks in their school bag (ALL NAMED), in case they forget theirs.
Unfortunately, the school will not be able to supply masks and parents will be contacted to drop off a mask if a child forgets theirs.
Please see coronavirus.vic.gov.au for the latest face mask requirements.
For all school settings, the Victorian Chief Health Officer:
• Directs school staff must always wear a face mask indoors and outdoors at school, unless a lawful exemption applies.
• Directs school staff must wear face masks while teaching wherever practicable, except where removal of a face mask is necessary for
effective communication.
• Directs students in Year 3 to Year 6 to wear face masks when indoors on school premises, unless an exemption applies.
• Recommends that all other children wear face masks when at school, or attending an OSHC program,
There are a number of lawful reasons for not wearing a face mask, including for staff and students who are unable to wear a face mask
due to the nature of their disability, medical or a mental health condition.
A face mask must cover the nose and mouth. Face shields, scarves or bandanas do not meet these requirements.

Uniform orders - Urgent items only at present
Hi everyone,
Great news we'll be back in the class room over the coming weeks. With that comes shoes to polish, lunches to make,
uniforms to iron ... and oh yes, do the uniforms fit from term 1!
We understand many might have outgrown dresses, shirts, shorts, socks, sports uniforms.
Like everyone, we are also still juggling home schooling our children, work and running our homes, so our time is very
limited before the kids go back.
We are really needing parents to work with us until the week of 8th November and please ask that you only place
urgent items to be ordered until this date. All Summer uniforms are still in storage and with very limited time, we can't
get in to change this over yet (a full days work for us). So we will try our very best to get any urgent orders filled. If
URGENT orders only, can please be placed by this Wednesday 13th October, they will be available to pick up from the
office from Friday 15th October 10am - 3pm (please note they must be collected Friday as space is needed for the Prep
Information Packs going out on Monday). These times also ensure minimal people in the foyer and avoid onsite
supervision drop off and pick up times.
We aim to be able to make the season change over on Monday 8th November.
Thanks so much for your understanding, it's greatly appreciated.
Tarn and Amanda
A-LAD-IN TROUBLE SCHOOL PRODUCTION
Our school production will go ahead in-house. Lousie Bryce has engaged a video company the film the production on
Wednesday 24th November.
PRINCIPAL’S APPOINTMENT
No news yet!
INSTAGRAM
Feel free to follow Sacred Heart on our Instagram Page – search: sacred_heart_sandringham
Kind regards,

Erin Macdonald
Erin Macdonald
Principal

11 Fernhill Road North
SANDRINGHAM VIC 3191
Tel: +61 3 9598 9322
Fax: +61 3 9597 0354
Email: principal@shsandringham.catholic.edu.au

28 October 2021
Dear Sacred Heart Families,
Your School Advisory Council (SAC) meets regularly to discuss ways to practically improve the school and to work on
school strategies and projects.
SAC are now calling for member nominations to fill current vacancies. We encourage all parents to consider
nominating for one of these important posts. Please note SAC Membership is purely voluntary and is for a two year
term.
ROLE OF SAC
The School Advisory Council exists to provide a representative structure and actively contributes to the growth and
development of the school. The purpose of the Sacred Heart School - School Advisory Council is:
 To ensure the highest possible standard of care, safety and wellbeing of children
 To ensure the Catholic ethos is maintained and nurtured
 To build and sustain relationships and partnerships
 To support the parish priest, the principal and the school leadership team
 To ensure good governance through shared wisdom
 To bear witness to the principle of subsidiarity (decisions made at the local level)
 To serve the entire school community
 To create futures and to consider the big picture
 To seek the optimum learning environment for all students.
MEETINGS
Approximately 6 meetings per year with additional meetings as required for subcommittee work
Scheduled at monthly intervals during school terms
Held on a Thursday evening from 7.00 pm – 9.00 pm at the School or currently by Zoom
PRIORITIES FOR THE BOARD
Child Safety
Ongoing building refinements
Sustainability initiatives
IT & Digital Technologies
Cyber Safety

Health & Safety
Branding & Marketing
Master Plan
Other Business

Enhanced Parish community interaction
Maintenance and works
Continuous School Improvement
Corporate/grant fundraising

APPLICATION PROCESS
Please email Erin Macdonald (Principal) on principal@shsandringham.catholic.edu.au stating your wish to nominate form a
position on the School Advisory Council. Please include your contact details and email address.

HIGH THUNDERSTORM ASTHMA FORECAST
As you may be aware, a High thunderstorm asthma forecast has been issued for today, Thursday 28 October, in the
Mallee, Wimmera and South West weather districts. A moderate forecast is also in place today for Northern Country,
North Central and Central, with Friday anticipating a moderate forecast for the eastern parts of the state.

Thunderstorm asthma risk is heightened during the grass pollen season, and when thunderstorms or strong winds are
forecast.
People with current, past or undiagnosed asthma or hay fever are considered to be at risk. Having both asthma and hay
fever or poorly controlled asthma increases the risk further. Those at increased risk should:




avoid exposure to any storms that may emerge, especially the wind gusts that precede them
have a reliever appropriately available (as discussed with your doctor or pharmacist)
remind themselves of their asthma action plan if they have one and know the four steps of asthma first aid

Further details about the forecast can be found on the VicEmergency and DH pages below:



https://www2.health.vic.gov.au/public-health/environmental-health/climate-weather-and-public-health/thunderstormasthma/forecasting
https://www.emergency.vic.gov.au/prepare/#thunderstorm-asthma-forecast

Please look after yourselves and take adequate precautions.

Prep News
Welcome to Term 4 and what an amazing start we’ve had already!
Being back together over the past two weeks has been such an uplifting time for all
the Prep children and teachers alike. The children have transitioned back into on-site
learning with excitement, confidence and resilience! It has been wonderful to see them
thriving and reconnecting with their peers face-to-face. Finally, we were able to
celebrate our 100 Days of Prep as well as the amazing progress they have made in their
Reading, Writing and Maths. The unfailing effort shown by the children and the support
given by families during this challenging time has been outstanding and we cannot thank
you enough. We are eager to continue immersing ourselves into our on-site learning school
life with wonderful experiences, such as seeing our buddies, engaging in our specialist
classes face-to-face and spending time learning and growing together. We are so proud of
the adaptability and perseverance each child has shown and the positivity and light
they bring to each other's lives; they truly are such an amazing group of children and
it’s so great to finally be back together once again.

